
POINTS OF ETIQUETTE, 241 

The following form is used as a prompt response: 

MR. AND MRS. W,LL,AM BENTLEY 

Acc.pt wit" pl.tUNr, 

Mr. aM Mn. Erll,lI R.II/nw's ill"itatioll to di",," 
At _II o'etoek, Tu.sday _"illK. 

'Jail .. """ 2ot". 

A response should express a feeling of disappointment as fol­

lows: 
MR. AND MRS. W,LL,AM BENTLEY 

R.p.st tll"t " jrerJious '"KaK'''"''t 
[01' ill".ss, 01' s"",. mis/wtu".,] 

p,...,."ts 1M ace.ptane. 0/ 
Mr. aM Mrs. R.,,/nw's i"fJit~tioll 

Fw T"lSd"y, 7"" .. "ry 201". 
The degree of intimacy of the acquaintance regulates, to a cer­

tain extent, the form of the reply. Regret is always presumed to 

be genuine. 
Guests should arrive punctually from five to ten minutes before 

the dinner-hour, the hostess in all probability not being able to 

receive them earlier, Later than this does not allow proper time 

for introductions, and the arrangement of escorts. 

H the guests know one another, cards can be handed on a tray 

by a servant at the door. He selects the one with his own, and 

a lady's name, and after greeting the hostess, seeks his partner, 

and awaits the announcement of dinner. H the guests are unac­

quainted, the hostess suggests to each gentleman his partner, 

presents him, and tells him whether his place at table is at the 

right or left of the hostess. 

Cards, either plain or ornamental, according to the taste or the 

ceremoniousness of the dinner, are laid at each lady's and gentle­

man's plate, with their names upon them. The menu card is 

usually hidden beneath it. 
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