
PROGRESS OF THE CITY.

The City of San Francisco was, for the first

time, incorporated by the Legislature in May,

1850, the organization of the County having been

effected in the month previous, by the election of

a Sheriff and other officers, thus establishing two

distinct systems of government. The Consolida-

tion Act took effect on the first day of July, 1856.

Under its stringent provisions, our municipal af-

fairs have been administered with energy and

fidelity, and a thorough reform has resulted. The

enormous outlay consequent on the dual system

of government has been entirely abolished or

seriously reduced, while the checks upon lavish expenditure were so well devised as

to defy evasion, and the contraction of debts has been inhibited. The financial his-

tory of all this is sufficiently indicated in the subjoined exhibit of the Aggregate

Annual Expenditures of the City and County of San Francisco, from 1850 to 1864

—

since the first legislative organization of the government

—

exclusive of the sums paid

in liquidation of the principal and interest of the Bonded Debts

:

Annual Revenue.

The following is an exhibit of the receipts from State and City and County taxes,

Ucenses, stamps, etc., collected in San Francisco during the thirteen fiscal years end-

ing the thirtieth day of June, 1863 :


