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mountains furnish moons of irrigating the lands of the valleys, by which means the apparently desert
country is made productive, and cultivated fields and blooming orchards have replaced the native sterility.

One of the remarkable features of this singular basin is the groat ipland sea, or Salt Lake, in the
northern part of the Territory. This is about seventy-five miles in length by thirty in width, and is so in-
tensely salt that no living thing exists in its waters. Salt of groat purity is made from its evaporation,
being proved by analysis to contain ninety-seven per cent, of chloride of sodium. Utah Lake, a beautiful
shoot of pure water, lies forty miles south of Salt Lake, and is connected with it by the Jordan River.
This lake has a length of about thirty-five miles, and a breadth of twelve, and is well stocked with trout
and other fish. Southwest of these, near the borders of Nevada, are Sevier, formerly called Nicolet, and
Preuss Lakes, two quite largo bodies of water and marsh, whore sink the streams of the same names.

The resources of Utah are considerable, being agricultural and mineral, the first developed under ex-
traordinary circumstances and with great energy and industry, proving the capacity of the soil for the
support of a large population, far in excess of what it had previously been supposed to be. Tho area of
agricultural land is not well defined, but expands with industry, and the means taken for irrigation.
Cereals, vegetables and fruits of excellent quality are grown, and quite large quantities are exported to the
neighboring States and Territories. Cotton is grown in the southern part of the Territory, and the silk-
worm and mulberry thrive in every portion.

Minerals of different classes exist in large quantities, and mines of iron, gold, silver, copper, lead and
coal of great value have been developed. The mining interest, with the exception of iron and coal, was
formerly discouraged by the Mormon authorities, but recent discoveries have shown its importance, and
mines of great value are now opened, from which ore and bullion are taken, adding greatly to tho product
and resources of tho country. Rich as are tho Pacific Coast States and Territories, but few surpass the
apparently desert region of Utah. Coal veins of great size, and furnishing an excellent quality of fuel, or
for gas or coke, are found in various parts, particularly in Summit, Rich, Wasatch, Iron and Kane coun-
ties. Vast beds of iron ore exist from which iron is successfully and quite extensively made, and through-
out the Territory are rich mines of gold, silver, lead and copper, from which an annual product of about
S4,000,000 is obtained, the yield of 1874 being $5,911,278. Salt is obtained in unlimited quantities from the
waters of Great Salt Lake, or gathered on the shore, and is also made from numerous salt springs and
streams. The detail of minerals and mining localities is almost endless, showing a resource of unexampled
wealth now in course of development.

In agriculture and manufactories has Utah particularly excelled. From the barren plains farms,
gardens, orchards and vineyards, have been made, and the many wild streams that come leaping from the
mountains have been chained to service in the ponderous wheels of machinery. The policy of Church
government has been to make the country as self-supporting as possible, and by co-operative work hun-
dreds of miles of irrigating ditches have been made and huge manufactories erected in every portion of the
Territory.

Tho facilities for travel and transportation are provided by tho transcontinental railroad, which crosses
the northern part, tho Union Pacific and the Central joining at Ogdon, from which point runs the Utah
Northern into Idaho, and the Utah Central to Salt Lake City, where it joins the Utah Southern, leading
to the southern part of the Territory. From this the Utah Western branches at Salt Lake City, leading
southwestward, and others branch to various mining districts, giving a very complete system of railways—
a proof of active development and general prosperity.
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